JUST POLAND WITH JOHN GORA 

MAY 11-23, 2012

Cost from Toronto, Chicago, or New York   

$ 2999 + txs approx 380, per person in dbl room, single room add $ 650 supplement

FRI MAY 11
Evening departure from Toronto /New York /Chicago  to Warsaw.
SAT MAY 12
WARSAW    ( D )

Transfer to hotel upon arrival.  
Meet the group in the lobby at 6.30pm.  Welcome dinner at 7pm  in a local restaurant.
Overnight in Warsaw .
SUN MAY 13
WARSAW    ( B, L )
Morning sightseeing  including a short film depicting the history of Warsaw, Lazienki Park with Chopin Monument, drive along Royal route.  Lunch in the Old Town.  
Rest of day at leisure with possibility of visiting one or more of the excellent museums in Warsaw



such as the Chopin Museum, Warsaw Uprising Museum,  or the Royal Castle .



Overnight in Warsaw.
MON MAY 14
WARSAW -  MALBORK  -GDANSK ( B, D )


Morning  departure from Warsaw . We drive north to Malbork where we will visit the Teutonic 

Knights Castle, the largest brick building in Europe and one of Poland’s greatest tourist attractions. Continue to Gdansk where we will arrive early evening for dinner and overnight.

TUE MAY 15
GDANSK  -WESTERPLATTE  - GDYNIA - SOPOT -GDANSK    ( B, D )


After breakfast we will have a full day of sightseeing including : the Old Town of Gdansk with the

Golden gate which opens onto Long Market, the Artus Court , Neptune fountain, and  St Mary’s Basilica.  Free time for shopping and a light lunch. Afternoon we take a short ferry ride to historic Westerplatte -the place where WWII started.  After a short visit we continue by bus to Gdynia 
and stop by the pier  from which thousands of immigrants departed to North America.

Continue to the fashionable seaside resort of Sopot where we can walk on the longest wooden pier in Europe. Free time to explore , shop or enjoy some  fresh cooked fish .

Return to Gdansk for dinner and overnight.
WED MAY 16
GDANSK -SZYMBARK - TORUN    ( B, L )


This morning we leave Gdansk and travel through the Kashubian district of northern Poland .

Continue to Torun, the birthplace of Nicolaus Copernicus and one of the most magnificent historic cities of Poland. Its Old Town has been included in the UNESCO’s list for its impressive 13th century Town Hall, superb churches and streets that recall Torun’s past glory. 
Walking tour of the Old Town. 
THU MAY 17
TORUN - LODZ    ( B, D )
After breakfast we depart for Lodz. After the war the city became the unlikely home of actors, directors and cinematographers, earning the nickname of “Poland’s Hollywood”.   The Lodz Film School turned  out icons like Roman Polanski and Andrzej Wajda. The school is still filled with students each semester, and the fabulous Museum of Cinematography celebrates all Poland has contributed to the film industry. You can also stroll the Walk of Fame on ul. Piotrkowska, where the sidewalk in front of the Grand Hotel is filled with the bronze stars of Poland’s film favorites. 

The Manufaktura  is a  giant  manufacturing plant restored  into an amazing shopping mall.  The project ranks as one of the most impressive urban regeneration projects in Europe. 

Spend the afternoon shopping or visiting one of the many museums .

Dinner and overnight in Lodz.

FRI MAY 18
LODZ - CZESTOCHOWA - ZAKOPANE  ( B, D )
We drive  to Czestochowa  this morning where we visit the Jasna Gora Monastery with the country’s national shrine and holy picture of the Black Madonna. 

Late afternoon arrival in the picturesque mountain resort of  Zakopane.   Dinner and overnight .

SAT MAY 19
ZAKOPANE  ( B, D )
Morning sightseeing of Zakopane  including a cable car ride to the top of Mt Gubalowka where you have a great view of the Tatra mountains . Back at the bottom of the mountain is a market full of shops selling local specialties such as wood carvings , sheepskins & local cheese. Free time to shop and explore on your own.  Dinner tonight will be at a typical highlander inn with Folklore.

SUN MAY 20
ZAKOPANE - SPLYW - ZAKOPANE  (  B, L  )
Depart Zakopane and after a short drive we will enjoy a 2 – 2 ½ hour leisurely and very picturesque  trip thru the Dunajec River Gorge on wooden rafts.  Afterwards lunch in a local restaurant.  Return to Zakopane. Rest of day at leisure
MON MAY 21
ZAKOPANE - WIELICZKA - KRAKOW  ( B, L )
After breakfast we head north to Wieliczka to visit this amazing UNESCO Heritage Site. The salt mine here is one of the oldest ( 13th c.) mining sites . The underground route is a labyrinth of galleries and caverns with unique sculptures all carved out of salt.  After the tour we will have  lunch at a local restaurant.  Continue to Krakow for overnight.

TUE MAY 22
KRAKOW   ( B, D )
This morning we will  have a walking tour of Krakow including the Royal Wawel Hill, the Old Town with the Cloth Hall, the Barbican , St Mary’s Church with the 15th  century Witt Stwosz Altar inside, and Florianska Gate .  Lunch on your own in the Old Town . Afternoon at your leisure to explore Krakow further or for last minute shopping.  Farewell dinner and overnight in Krakow.

WED MAY 23 
KRAKOW - TOR/NYC/ORD   ( B )


After breakfast transfer to airport for flight home.
JUST POLAND MAY 2012-  HOTEL INFORMATION
	MAY 12  – 2 NIGHTS

	SOFITEL WARSAW VICTORIA ( 5 * )

ul. Krolewska 11

00-065 Warsaw

TEL : 48 22 657 8011

FAX : 48 22 657 8057


	MAY 14 – 2 NIGHTS
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	GDANSK HILTON( 4 * )
Targ Rybny 1

80-838 Gdańsk 

TEL : 48 58 778 7100    

FAX :  48-58-7787300

	MAY 16 – 1 NIGHT 
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	HOTEL BULWAR ( 4 * )

ul. Bulwar Filadelfijski 18
87-100 Toruń
TEL : 48 56 623 9400 
FAX : 48 56 623 9401

	MAY 17 - 1 NIGHT 



	GRAND HOTEL LODZ  ( 3 * )
ul. Piotrkowska 72
90-102 Lodz
TEL : 48 42 633 99 20, 
FAX : 48 42 633 78 76


	MAY 18 – 3 NTS
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	HOTEL LITWOR  ( 4 * )

Krupówki 40
34-500 Zakopane
TEL : 48 18 202 4200

FAX : 48 18 202 4205

	MAY 21 – 2 NTS




	ANDEL’S HOTEL   ( 4 * )

ul. Pawia 3

31-154 Krakow

TEL : 48 12 66 00 288

FAX : 48 12 66 00 251




GENERAL INFORMATION:

DOCUMENTS :  VALID PASSPORT IS REQUIRED .   NO VISAS ARE REQUIRED ON THIS TOUR FOR HOLDERS OF U.S.  OR CANADIAN PASSPORTS.   OTHER NATIONALITIES  PLEASE INQUIRE .  

 EMERGENCY HOSPITAL / MEDICAL INSURANCE FOR OUT OF COUNTRY IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED .

BAGGAGE :

The baggage allowance on your flights is 1 suitcase of checked baggage, maximum weight per suitcase is 23 kgs / 50 lbs.   As well, one carry on is permitted , maximum weight is 6 kgs / 13 pounds , the carry on must fit either in the overhead compartment or under the seat in front of you, maximum dimensions 115 cm / 45 in. ( length + width + height ).  Also–no sharp items in your hand bag, and liquids are still restricted to small amounts (100ml). When packing please remember that we will be moving from city to city, therefore the less you pack the easier your packing & unpacking will be!  

PACKING TIPS :  

- Pack the items you dare not lose, essentials such as medications, cameras, etc. in your carry- on bag

- Take clothes that serve multiple purposes, this is a casual tour so please take comfortable clothing that travel   well, i.e low maintenance, can be hand washed if needed.

-comfortable shoes, bathing suit , camera 

- Weather in Poland is similar to the weather in New York / Chicago / Toronto , that means , unpredictable !  Look for lightweight clothing that can be layered .

-all our hotels will have hairdryers in the room so no need to pack one

- Make your suitcase easy for you to spot - identify it with an unusually coloured ribbon or tag or markings of some type. The airports are full of black and green suitcases that all look the same!

CURRENCY :  Poland :       Zloty             approximate exchange rate as Nov 2011 :   

(   1 CAD / USD    =  APPROX   3  POLISH ZLOTY ( PLN )
Major credit cards are accepted .  There is also an extensive network of ATM’s / bank machines where you can make cash withdrawals in local currency with your debit card.  Please check with your bank if you have access to your account from overseas, and remember your PIN number.

TIPPING :    

Tips to bus driver and local guides are not included in the package price.                                                                  We suggest that the amount of $ 60.00  be allotted by each tour participant for this purpose.                          This amount can be paid at the beginning of the tour to be disbursed accordingly                                      and eliminates the need  to  worry about having change /small bills  on hand throughout the trip.
John Gora 905-336-3055 Cell 905-902-1345 Email: john@johngora.com 

Travel Agency – Wanda Grzesik Tel: 800-533-0369  Email: wanda@chopintours.com 

